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, In whiche the nyghtpngale lyſt foz to play 
Co ſhewe his voys amonge Þ thoznes kene 
Tho to reioyce whiche loue leruaũtes bene 
dwhiche tro all cõfoʒte thõke the faſt behpde 
sy pleaſyꝛ was as it was after (ene 
Foꝛ my dylpozte to chale harte and hynde. 


Than Jcommaunded my houndes to goo 
To dꝛawe aboute pf they myght tpnde a vewe 
Ind foꝛthe we wente bothe Jand other moo 
Nowe here now there the huntes fo} to ſewe 
whiche in theyꝛ hoznes many blaſtes dydeblowe 
To kynde an harte they dyde theyꝛ full entente 

In a fo2eſt of myn koꝛ to lay trewe 

In whiche to hunte Jhad grete talente. 


we (ought lo moche about in euerp parte 

Tylt at the laſt we kounde ryght well to chace 
Grete hartes out of the hyꝛde a parte 

Whiche went about theyꝛ paͤſtoure to purcyace 
And than anone we wente foz to embrace 
Many bzaunches of Elme aud of hable tre 
with whiche to dꝛeſſe vs a good ſtandynge place 
we made vs bulſhes well as leined me. 


whan this was done J tourned my bak anone 

To kette my houndes and came lone agapne 

Where of aloundes Ibzought many one 

And whan | cam in to the lozeſt plapne 

I founde anone the hounte ofhartes twayne 
Herte ⁊ epe. : 4.1}, 


Foz whiche J made to blowe hoznes hye 
Andhoundes ſyxt ſcoꝛe and mo ccrtapne 
whiche made me thought a Jopous melodye. 


Foz that poure herte that ſoꝛowe doth manace 
Myght haue plealaunce and alſo gr tte comfozte 
To here the houndes make that merp chace 

So pꝛoperly they rannt of one accoꝛde 

And eke ſofwyfte was theyꝛ mery repozte 
That it me thought as very patadpſe 

Foz in that foꝛeſt was moch moꝛe dyſpoꝛte 
Than Inſtrument coud make to my deupſe. 


And in cha ſynge not fer out of my way 
Iherde a womans voyſe wonder clere 
£Yoze ſwetter herde Jneuer none to my pay 
Than ok my hoꝛs J deſcended ryght there 
To vndcrſtande the better and to here 

Do longe tyll v thep2 ſonges were ſonge # done 
And foz to knowe the place J dꝛewe me nere 
where as J herde this noble enpzele ſone. 


And J ſerched ladyes many one 

I founde ſyttynge about a fapꝛe fountayne 
Under a pyne whiche ſhadowed them echone 
It was thynge to me yet vncertayne 

To kno we of theym whiche was the loucrayne 
They? behauvnge ſo Jnly notable 

And to thepꝛ beanute yt I holde not fayne 

Ok all other they were Incomperable. 


And in thpꝛ pꝛeſence pt J cholde not lye 


were gentyll women of ryght goodly ſtatute 
Ihad not ſeen afoze in companp 

Mone freſſher folke of (hap J you enſure 
And in they: doynge (ad and eke demure 
To keſt the people they had grete delpght 
All that J (awe was done by good meaſure 
And well demened eucry maner wpght, 


And Jappꝛoched as nygh as Impght 
Ind laluted them anone full curteyſty 
And towarde me there came two anone ryght 
Whiche layd to me vs ſemeth verely 

pe lyſt to take pout dyſpoꝛte ſecretly 

As it appereth well in pour perſone 
whan ye be werp pe map reſt hardely * 
Ind lete pour houndes make them game alone. 


Than we pꝛap pou that pe wyll come and ſe 
The ſe ladpes and damoyſlelles in kere 

And they (ſhall feſt you as they can perde 

To poure woꝛſhyp and theyʒts in all manere 
And in ſyngynge they haue none here they; pere 
Foz aboue all other they haue the name 

And goodly ſtoʒpes who ſo lyſt to here 
They can repozte and there of haue grete fame. 


So moch of wele they gan to me recozde 
That J was raupſſhed merueloulſly 
Foz whiche my thoughtes kelle ſone to accoꝛde 
To ſe thepm and whan J ſawe trewlp 

Theyꝛ fayze bodpes made ſo parkptip 
where god hym ſelke and alſo dame nature 
Herte ⁊ epe. A. iui. 


ä ů — 


Bad planted beaute ryght plentyuouſly 
Ferre aboue onp erxthelp creature. 


And to all them { dyde ſuch reuerence 

which as to me thought J ought to do ſoone 
Not oonly after the hygh apperence - 

Ok they2 noblenellc but after one by done 

And there wanted nothynge that (holbe be done 
Ok wozlhyppe there men myghte enlample kynde 
So goodlp kolke pet ſawe J neuer none 
Fo: in all plelaunce (ct was hole thepz mynde. 


And J was of theſe ladyes gracyous 
Keceyued well with perkpte gentylneſſe 

The whiche of floures ryght delpcyous 
Madea freſthe chapelet the ſoth fox to expzclle 
I had not ſeen ſucheone by foze doubteleſſe 
The whiche they gaue to me ryght courteyllp 
Ind than J founde that eye of all gladneſſe 
was tctreiſhedryghe well and Jopoullp. 


Than one okthem me bythe haͤnde dyde take 
And gan to ſynge a ſonge okgrete plealaunce 
And to alli that othet anlweres ſone gan make 
Dole togydcr without varpaunce 

So par fycly with all the cyꝛcumſtaunce 

That J haue not harde none ot ſuche meſure 
It wav a lyke to vopò all dyſpleaſaunce 

Out otaà troubied herte J vou enſure. 


Ill heſe lerners that Were pꝛeſent 
Vegan to lynge that Joy it was to here 


In ſuche places where they dyde talent 
[They caſt theyʒ ſyght eche man in his gre there 
And lome gan ſyghe with pytuous loke and chere 
Olfkcyage theyz hertcs with hole intente 

whyle that /that thepz lpfe and body were in fcre 
Do moche that lout lholde there with be contente 


That one of them wente out fro the feeſt 
Ind with dꝛewe her out ok the company 
Ind can not ſay why it was at the leeſt 
But well J wott and dare lay verelp 

O pn epe had grete pleaſurt her to aſpp 
Waͤrnynge my hert on her to take good hede 
whiche of all ſozowe was all vopd trewely 
Whan Jbehclde her goodly woman hede. 


It ſemed an aungell that god had made 

To come adowne foz beaute ſouerapne 
There coude no man ſe with his epen glade 
A monxe gracpous lady the ſothe to layne 

Her foz to pleaſe though J dyde all my payne 
I coude not telle her fetures halfendele 
Thetfoꝛe I commytte this matere all plapne 
with them that luſt with materes to dele. 


And foꝛ her beaute which was imperpall 

My plealure al wap gan me to complapne 

Co ſcwe foʒ grace and dyde me hole trauayll 
To whome my thought gan to ſtrapue certayne 
Pct my poure herte ſayd he wolde do his payne 
And toke none hede to her noble grace 

In his ſerupſe foʒ to be tyewe and playne 


Her koꝛ to lerue durynge my lyucs ſpace, 


And whan ſhe had thought all that her lyſt 
Co the fcclt (he tourned anone ryght 

And with her voys whiche was molt ſwetyſt 
Began to ſynge with all her foꝛce and mpzht 
And as ſhe caſt aboute her gooly ſyght 
Whiche was grete pleſaunce to all there 
Unto mpn eye it gaue ſo grete a lyght 
That in all comkozte Þ ſtode verelp clere, 


And oz that ſhe had ended her ſonge 
An hatte came rynnynge by them haftly 
And lepte in to a welle all them amonge 
Than foz myn houndes J blewe certapnly 

with whome the harte was holde ſo ſtrapt trucly 
Chat he thought he ſholde not longeendure 

And foz grete tere he lept full beſelp 
Foz ot his deth he demed hym very lure, 


The ladyes and the grete gentyll women allo 
Dad grete pleaſure to be holde and ſe 

And dyde they? part to helpe the houndes ſo 
The harte to take at ſople pt it myght be 

But ſuche a dylpoꝛte befoze I dyde not ſe 
Mn eye wolde not therok no treaſure matze 
But her in whome all vertue was plente 
Behelbe all wape J bare well vndertake. 


Ind whanthis hatte aſpyed well his tyme 
He leped lyghtly out ofche kountapne clete 
Mp werphoundes layd them ſtyll by me 


Foz none oof them myghtnothyngenyghbhSnere 
He bꝛake thebuſlhes lo here and there 
De went his way withoutenonp areſt 
And rennynge fozthe amonge the bowes (here 
De ſcope vs fro and toke the thyk fozeſt 


I went to theſe ladyes mp leue to take 
The harte to purſetoe { dyde mpne entente 
within a whyle my cozage gan to ſhake 
Wyn herte ſuche dyſcomkoꝛte to hym hath heute 
That I ne knewe well what hontynge mente 
But well J wote Þ was kull ofdyſeaſe 

Me to dpſpozte J had but (mall talente 

But late my thought fozthe all at his eaſe, 


Ind what foz walkynge J was werp ſone 
Sepnge the ſonne began to go to reſt 

Ol harte ne houndes Fcoud le ryght none 
As terre as Icoud loke both eſt and welt 
Anone the nyght began to make hym pꝛeſt 
So faſthe came that J loſt mp place 

And ſtyll to abyde me thought it koꝛ the beſt 
Tyll that the dap began to ſhewe his kace. 


Itped myn hoꝛs vnto a kapʒe grene tre 

Agayne the whiche myn hede anone Jſette 

The etthe as colde as marble lemed me 

Whiche made mp tethe all in myn heed to whette 

My ſeife compleynynge how that J was lette 

That Jmyghtnot that lady ſe agapne 

whome that myn eye pꝛompled and behette 

Whan J had fy: ſyght of her certapne 
Herte J epe. 


J. 


Foz Fcoudnot ſe in no maner wyſe 
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And with that thought J founde that eye 
Had loſt myn hope and Joes cuerychone 
And that harde ſoꝛowe nyohed me ſo nyc 
That I ſholde not but wepe wayle and grone 
And dyuers paynes come vpon me lone 


Het in whome all my Joyes were alone 
And than I llepte s 3 me to ſultyſe. 
erte 
Ind in llepynge myn herte J herde complapne 
Ind with myn eye anone began debate 
Seynge fals eye thou dooſt me grete payne 
To be ſo hardy that erelp 02 late 
To caſt my loke vpon ſo grete eſtate 
where all beaute is ſet in lyt ell ſpace 
I trowe to me thou haſt ſome manere hate 
That thou haſt ſet me in ſo hye a place. 
ere 

The eye than ſapd thou herte to what entente 
Sapſt thou that J haue done the ony wꝛonge 
IJ am thy frende pk thou lyſt be contente 
I map well (were mpn ot he yf thou wyll it ſonge 
And leue me well bothe at ſhozte and longe 
That J dyde neuer eupll vnto the 
J deubte me not though thou with woꝛdes ſtroge 
Lyſt thus to chyde * this koz certapnte 

| erte 
Haſt thou not made by ryght ſwete auenture 
Me foꝛ tocheſe the floure of womanhede 
The mooſt pleaſaunt oflyupnge creature 
Surmountynge in verrep goodly hede 
And foz the \weenclle that in her doth ſpꝛede 


W 


15 


She as ryght ferre out ot thy lyghtypaſt 


Chdu haſt on her planted thy ſtederaſt ſyght 
Whiche is to me grete pꝛeupdpte in dede 
Syth J map not le her as it were ryght. 
epe 
Foz (oth J wyll not the contrarpe 
But that haue a goodlp ladp lapne 
In plealaunte wpie J woll not fro it barye 
In all honoure ſhe hath no pere certayne 
Amonge all ocher cholen louerapne 
As fo the fayʒeſt and the beſt allo 
Therfoze thou haſt no cauſeon me to complapne 
No inc to hate/a * whyp doylt thou lo, 
erte 
ves fo; ſoth koꝛ whan thou had ſo doo 
Oc lo grete deſpꝛe thy lyght on her thou caſt 
Chꝛough the whiche J was cauyſſhed ſoo 
Chat in all Jop me thought J was ſtedekaſt 
Aud her goodneſſe in me poꝛtted thou halt 
And oz J alke mercyp02 grace 


Foz wyiche dyipapꝛe me ſtraptip doth embzace. 
eye 

Fhauefraunchyſethat all myn owne pleaſaunce 

Sr lyght to calt whan that me lyketh beſt 

1oʒ whiche thou ought to haue no dylplealaunce 

Thy dꝛede and mpn de not lpke at the leſt 

Though that we bothe in one place take out reſt 

Jam oꝛdepned to beholde and ſe 

And than to leue ſholdeſt al wap be pꝛeſt 

wyy putteſt thou * blame than all on me. 

rte 


Vyhe as krupte map not were rype kynd ein 


Herte ⁊epe. Dells 


But pk he takeof the ſonne ſome manerhete 
In lyke wyſe J map not lyuetrewely 
without thy counſeple wherkoze cauſc grete 
haue to blame the ſpth J map not gete 

th of her alas the harde whple 
Jam not lye with her to mete 
Ho mapſt thou foꝛʒth me thus begyle. 
eye 
Though J beholde a ladyes grete beaute 
Thzough whtche thou art be comen amerous 
And as ot᷑ hope thou arte in no ſucrte 
Which maketh the haply ryght doloꝛous 
Pet ſholdeſt thou not with wozdes rygoꝛous 
So wokully me to repꝛeue and blame 
Nod in good fayth thou arte not vertuous 
To do 02 lay — be to my ſhame. 

: erte 

Thou oughteſt well ſomwhat lenger to abyde 
Tyll that the mouth had her be ſought of grace 
And that the ere had take good hebe that tyde 
In his concept pf Jhadonp place 
So myght thou to me his pleaſaunce purchace 
But J nowe fele that J am ſo purucyde 
Ok loꝛowe whiche doth me ſoze embꝛace 
And of all Jope J knowe me dyſperuepde. 


I ecke no ot the mouth noꝛ ofthe noſe 
Ok ecre noꝛ kote noz of the handes twayne 
It lytteth me moch better as J ſuppole 
To loke vpon a fayꝛe lady certapne 

And to be holde them J ſhall do my payne 
Whiche is my pleaſaunce and euer ſhall be 


Foz Jrecke not whether thou laugh 02 complayne 
Take now ryght good 0 Flay to the. 


Thou ſcozneſt kaſt moztherer as I trowe 
Thou haſt me lmyte with a ſtroke moꝛtall 
By thy fals loke thou haſt me ouerthꝛowe 
I wende fulllp:cll thou had be ſuch at all 
Thou haͤſt me caſt With out the caſtell wall 
Ok good comfoꝛte and out of all gladneſſe 
Therkoꝛe in fayth J map the ryght well call 
wotſe than an erytpke the trouth to expꝛeſſe. 
eye 
J am no moꝛtherer no! out ot bpleue' 
Thou ſhalte me fpnde alwap both plapne ⁊trewe 
Noz by no wytnelle ſhalte thou neuer pꝛeue 
That euer J was to man vntrewe 
And namlp to name whoos ſtappes J ſhewe 
Ind pf thou wolde lay ought to the contrary 
To delpꝛe the marſhall J wyll purſewe 


Ind make hym A Iwyll not lenger tary, 
erte 


As moch as is in me Jam contente fo2 certapne 

Byfozc hym the cauſes nede 

Ok our ſtrpke betwene vs twapne 

Andlletethe trouthe koz vs pꝛocede 

That he may knowe where the faute is in dede 

And lete hym Juge foz bs both ryghtfully 

without mercy foꝛ ryght lo god me ſpede 

In that quarell I dare well fyght trewely. 

eye 

Than the eye anl wered in this manere 

That he wolde hym defende with all his mpght 
Herte à epe. B. iij. 


Than both two were accoꝛded thus in fere 
Co go towardes the courte of loue fullryght 
Wuhan they came to ſhewe the yz ryght 
Than ſayd dclyzc ot loue the marſhall 
Tell thou thy caule anone here in our kyght 
Oc our rum oz that is bytwene pou fall. 

herte 
The herte than toke no maner ok counſeyll 
But his ownetalche tolde full trewely 
And delpꝛe lo here mp caule launlkekapll 
The (yt hath donc to me vncurteplly 
Not lounge a go he put his ſyght trewlp 
On the tayꝛeſt and beſt where cuer ſhe go 
Jo his pleaſure and not foʒ myn trewip 
Vyght in this wyſe as F hall telle you lo. 


whan the eye had on her ſet his ſyght 

Loue put in me of his grete wozthpuelle 

Thou ght deſyꝛe / a pleaſauncetheſe thʒe ful tpght 
Whiche ſholde make me to ſtand in ſtedefulnelle 
F02 to loue her without doubleneſſe 

Vt that J myght her grace to attarne 

Whome J am lpke neuer to ſe doubtleſſe 
Wherkoze J haue grete heupnelle and payne, 


And thus the eyt hath ſette me in ſuch plyght 
Foz whan he (awe that J was thus take 
With loue ok her he parted from his quyght 
On that IJcoud mp ccrtaynte make 

het koʒe oftyme J trymble toze and quake 
Ind thynke ryght longe after atlygraunce 
bus by the eye me wo begynurti te wake 


—— — — — ——— 


All indyſpay2e thus ſtandpnge in balaunce. 


And with this gryefe Jam to deth brought 
Ind out of Joyce ſtande full tozowfullp 

All in dyſcomkozte as Ine rought 

Dt erthely thynge lo troubleth me the eye 
F02 yf the fapʒe had not lo pleſauntelp 

Der goodly loke on me be let ſo ſoꝛe 
This ſoʒowe had not comen to metrewlp 
But J had lyued as J dpd befoze, 


Wherkfoze J complapne me thus ryght fully 
Ok grete inwrye that the eye hath done 
And mp cauſe is mente mooſt faythfullp 
Wherfkoze to pou J do ſubmpſſpon 
And on my trouth J make pzomylſpon 
To fyght with hym in loues hygh pꝛeſence 
Byfoꝛe the whiche we ſhall knowe ſooune 
The ryght fro wzonge without moze dpffence. 

epe 
The eye anlwered and ſapd in this manere 
J haue done nothynge contrarpe to thyneherte 
Foz though J caſt myn loke bothe here and there 
Upon the fayꝛe yf pe lyſt well aduerte 
The herte ſholde not in his concept perucrte 
Syth loue hath graunted me the hyghoflyce 
A wyll it kepe and neuer kro it ſterte 
Ol hym Jhaue none 9 benckpce. 

3ctte 
The herte replyed with his full entente 
And ſayd thou cye thou arte fals and vnttewde 


I caſt to fygijt in this quat eil pzelenie 


Che eye anſwered and ſayd J am as trewe » 
As euer thou were therfoze tn woꝛdes fewe 
To knowe the ryght thy wedde J vp take 
And in pꝛelence of loue we ſhall it ſhewe 
who hath the wꝛonge and no moze nople to make. 


Than whan de ſpꝛe had herde the matere plapne 
In myddes of Mape he ſygned a day 

The grete quarell betoꝶe loue to tarrayne 

And letters w2yte and ſealed both to ſay 

with ſealys of thepꝛ armes freſſhe and gap 

Eche one of them his ryght koꝛ to mayntayne 
Thus to be there in all beſt arap 

They made there both two theyꝛ ꝓmpſle certayne 


Than wente this wozthy merſhall ofloue 

To telle his loꝛde and mapſter parte and all 
Ok this aftrape reherſed here aboue 

And loue anone commaunded fozth with all 

To make a felde where in bothe grete and ſmall 
Myght haue thepꝛ ſyght cloſed about with lyces 
And there with all yf 4 the ſoth ſap ſhall 

A rych ſcaftolde arapde with delyces, 


And whan loue had hym his charge thus tolde 
And anone was made a kelde boch longe #wpde 
wich double lyſtes all of ryght good golde 
Coucred with tyſſewe well on euety lyde 
Nabugodono ſoꝛ with all his pꝛyde 

Whiche was the tycheſt kynge as in his dapes 
ad neuer luche one befoꝛe that plke tyde 
As Was that kelde with all the tyche arrayes, 


Foz in that felde were two fayꝛe entree s 

Ill madeof Jaſper and ot cicxe cryſtall 

Whiche good wozke men of ſtraunge countrees 
With baryers of paſſpnge fyne co2ail 

Had wzought ryght well by crafte eſpecpall 

All ſet with keyes made of puer 

whiche a locke (myth that came fro po2tyngale 
Fyled with a fyle ſmothe and craftely, 


The ſcaffolde of loue was made of ambꝛe 
Founded on pyllours ofryghttapze baleys 
With warderobe an hall and alſo with chambte 
As though it were within a grete paleyſe 

The tapettes alſo as the boke (apes 
were the ſtozp ofthe roſe the romaunce 

F 0; loucrs to rede both clerkes andlapes + 
Were wꝛyten ryght well with good dpamaunce. 


The chapꝛe was alſo paſſynge freſſhe and gay 
where loue hymſelle in his eſtate (pt ſholde 
Of clere burell well polpſſhed loth to ſay 
And koure (pare hawkes made of maſſp golde 
And on the backe there wert to beholde 
Syxte carbuncles ryght well (ct and euen 
whiche were clerer and bzyghter many folde 
Than ben the planettes (hynynge from heuen. 


The dap and the houre aboue ſayd 

whan the herte ſholde fyght apenſt the eye 

L ouc came hym ſelfe with his wynges dyſplayd 
Dyſcendynge downe of his ſcafoldetrewely 
And in his chapze he ſat done loftely 


, Irobeonhymembzodered With rych tones 
- And fpne perles ſette full craftely 
Bʒowderede of emeraudes foz the nones. 


The flozes krelſhe ofthe crowne ol loue 
And chamehycur were made of grete rychelle 
And okclere laphers ſet all aboue 
All his wynges were of luche bzyghtneſle 

Federcd de byen en meulx doubteleſſe 

Ag ok tapyſes ſhynpnge wonderfullp 
I trowe none aungelles the trouth to expꝛeſſe 
Haue not theyr wynges made lo pleſauntix. 


He had alſo a bowe of vnpcozne 

And two ſtrynges made ol grete ſubſtaunce 
Ok golde of cypzelle at eche ende 

A hefe ot arowes ſet in oꝛdenaunce 

To teche the louers his trace to daunce 
Federcb with fyne rubpts bꝛyght and ſhene 
Whiche gaue hym toz a grete plealaunce 
Popnted with dyamondes lharpe and kene. 


And whan that loue this noble god archere 

Had bowe and ate wes let downe hym beſpde 
Regarde his heraude with voyce inly clere 
Thꝛpes as u was commaunded that tpde 
Called the herte that he ſholde not lange abyde 
Whiche had pꝛompled to WH there that dap 

' Iyenſt che eye whiche was lo full of pzyde 
And not co make taryenge noz delay, 


The herte came foꝛthe to kyght apenſt the eye 


Upon a courſer touered all with larmes 
His at mes Were made of (020wwe truely 
Allo thze ſyghes he bare in his armes 
Paynted well vpon his cote of armes 

They appered all with pyteous wepynge 
And his (werde w whiche he ſholde do his armes 
was tempered with (0z0wfull complaynynge. 


In whoſe companye came honoure allo 
Hardpneſſe/pꝛoweſſe / and eke gentplneſſe 
Thought and good hope and many other mo 
That were ot his alpaunce as J gelle 

All clothed lyke foz theyz wozthpnelle 
With roſes reed and allo with lplyes whyte 
Chapelettes they had che foz theyz nobleneſſe 
Dflauendze a floure of grete delpte, 


Ind whan he entred into the kreſſhe felde 
Than from his hozs he dellendedlyghtelyp 
And on his knees fell downe and behelde 
This noble loue and ſalued hym goodly 
Indalytell after full woz(hppfully 

With dꝛewe hym ſelfe and toke hym to his tente 
Whiche of roles many made was pleaſauntip 
There tabyde the eye was his hole entente. 


Than regaroe this noble heraulde and wyſe 
Called the eye befoze loue tapete 
whiche was redy in all goodip wyſe 
Armed with ſwete dyſpoꝛte on acourſcre 
whiche to my concept had no where his pere 
And ſemed well he had no weryneſſe 


| Couered with mp2th embꝛoded here and there 
His ſwerde was of lolace and of luſtpnelle, 


Ok Jope was made his cote ot armes ryche 
Fygured all with pleaſaunce and gladneſſe 
3yght goodly folke allo none of them lyche 
He had as happed hym beaute and pꝛowelle 
Goodly poꝛte melodpe and eke nobleneſſe 
Ok perupncle atayde all in grene 

And of mergelpne in ryght grete largeſſe 
His fapzecourſers were couered all be dene. 


And as ſone as this full noble eye 
This lyſtes appꝛoched on fote he lyght 
Ind entred in and ſalued curtepſly 

His woꝛzſhypkull lozdeloue as it was ryght 
whiche had made pzomple with the herte to fyght 
And after wente in to his pauplpon 

All arapde with gylloftes reed and whyght 
whiche was wozthe a kynges grete raunſon. 


The oꝛdeyner ofthe kelde named deſpꝛe 
Made come anone in to the hygh pꝛeſence 
Of whiche was theyꝛ noble loꝛde and kyꝛe 
Both the herte and the eye full of pꝛudence 
Ind made them (were vpon theyꝛ conſcpence 
That ui they} caule eche of them had ryght 
Ind to crye it in open audpence 


And not to tarpe that they haue be hyght. 


Than atter this the herte went agayne 
Vnto his tente his reſt fo to make 


And ſet hymon his ſege the ſothe foꝛ to larne 
Made ok eglantpne foz his owne ſake 

Alſo the epe his krendes had lete make 
A ſege fo: hym of woderon pleſauntly 
Where he made good watche J vndertake 
Upon the eye whan he ſholde come trewelp. 


And aftes came loue the kelde vnts 

And choſc knyghtes to awapt vpon them twayne 
Thought (were hope / and rememberaunce 
And hououre eke and J lholde not kapne 
All armed with margaͤretes certapne 
And eche of them bart in his hand a ſpere 

Ok grene lauer well made both ſmoth & plapne 
To departe theſe champynpons pf nede were. 


And than this loue whiche is woꝛthy and dygne 
To whome no creature map hym reſemble 


Unto tegarde his heraulde made a ſygne 

That he lholde make p herte ⁊ the epc to aſſemble 
Ind whan they were thus both two aſſemble 
The heralde crped do pour deuour anone 

Foz whiche the herte and the epe began to tremble 
And ſo dyde they that were pꝛelente eche one. 


And thus the herte whiche was thappalaunte 

Out ot his tente pſluesrpght manly 

whiche bare as he that was tcyqht valcaunt 

A ipercyeed with loꝛowe lekerlp 

Moe eye from his pauylpon by and bp 

(ſued alio in his hande a launce 

whiche he gyded full gentylmanly 
erte Lepe⸗ Ch 


| Poyntedit was ryght frelſhely with plelaunce. 


Foꝛth with the hertchente in his fyſt a ſperc 
Thzyſe byfozethe eyemamiy he wente 

The eye anone as he that had no tere 
Came foꝛth a goodly pace anone of his tente 
And the herte with a good aupſemente 
Caſt his ſpere and pertced the vyſere 
Of the eyt whiche demed hym almooſt ſhente 
Ind thought he was vnto deth ryght nere. 


Ind Whan the epe feltehym thus ſoꝛe wounded 
Rudly ayenſt the herte he wente anone 
And fy2lt of all that his herte was founded . 
Ds ſprre he caught manly and tyght ſoone 
Unneth the herte myght ſtande his kete vpon 
Foꝛ he ſmote one ofhts platys a parte 7 
And of that ſtroke he had ſo moche to done 

That he demed that his body & ſoule ſholde parte 


Pet fo: all this his herte he toke agapne 

Ind ryght manly his werde anone he toke 

And on the eye he ſmote ryght faſt certapne 
Such myghty ſtrokes that all the grounde ſhoke 
And than the eye with a couragcous loke 
The her te ſtrongly he bare ſo with his lwerde 
Ayenſt the lpſtes and hym not fozſoke 
Wherok the herte was than ryght (o2c aferde. 


The herte lawe that he was in daungere 
Ind ryght nye dyſcomfyted thus by the eye 
Full hardt ly he caſt awayhis ſpere 

And dꝛewe his dagger well amſer 


And lapde on faſt and ſmote ſo feruently 
Upon thc epe that he was nere attapnte 
And from his ſtrotes he voyded lyghtly 
F0z whiche to couer he had grete conſtraynte. 


Ind as they fought thelc grete chapyons twayne 
With theyꝛ ſharpe daggers with ſo grete courage 
Whiche were lyke to fail downe in the plapne 
Dame ppte than thatlady ſwete and lage 
Came t02th anone with a certapne meſſag 
To loue and pꝛaped her erande foz to here 
Byght as he lat on hygh vpon his ſtage 
Whiche cauie from venus hes owne moder dere, 


Than loue to her made glad and Joyfull chere 
Ino gaue to her a welcome honoutable 

Sa pine thus dame pyte mpnowne krende dere 
Srth mp moder of het eſtate notable 
Uenus I meane the goddeſſe ampable 
Hath you commauuded thus to come to me 
Thynke it is to me ryght agreable 

To here your mellage what lo it be. 


And than pyte thanked loue ryght mekelp 
Whiche was alway on knees as Frede 
Sapnge tyght hygy loꝛde here is trewele 

A grete debate of thele knyghte . in dede 
whiche haue ben cuer both in woꝛde and dede 
wyllynge ot loue the ſtepes fox to ſhewe 
And ot Ucaus who ſo lyſt to take hede 
Abdue all other ſeruauntes good and trewe. 

Herte c epe · C.ij. 
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But late thepꝛ ſtryfe/an thepz debat llake 


Foz whan Uenus herde this moꝛtall ſtryke 
That was betwene the herte and eye thus fall 
Ok very loue and of herte attentyfe 
Coſpdercth the begynnynge and all 
And wote full well that her eſtate rya'l 
without them two may not be kepte vp ryght 
Nox her mapeſte cxalted be at all 

But they wete redy alway in her ſyght. 


And foz they be bothe ok her courte in fere 

She now commaundeth them to call agapne 
And byfoꝛe her they bothe muſt nedes appere 
As foꝛ this cauſe thus fell bet wene them twayne 
Fo: ſhe wolde knowe the very cauſe all playne 
Ol theyꝛ debate whiche to her tert appertayneth 
And wolde they were in peaſe full fayne 
Foz all ſuche cauſes vntoher perttyneth. 


Chan loue koꝛ the whiche to gyue his obeyſſaunce 
To his modet and wolde no moze abyde 
Saynge thus ſhe ſholde haue cagnoz ſſaunce 
Ind there debate Wolde no lenger hyde 

Vut called the watches that wente by theyꝛ ſyde 
Chargynge them the champpons to dyſiopne 
And to pyte whoos goodneſſe ts knowen wyde 
Delyuet both in peas them foz to Jopns. 


The pyte bad them warne them bothe 

And after wente of loue her leue to take 

And charged the whether they were leefe oz lothe 
Bpyt wene the twayne no moze quarelles to make 


And eſchewe hate andloue togyder agapne 
What meruaple though theyz hertes dyde quake 
Towardes Uenus whan they ſholde go certayne, 


| Bytwenc them wentehis good lady pyte 
And led them by the handesinfull fcendly aple 
And lapd to them now ſyth pe are with me 
I (hall you two make to mozowe 02 pe tyſe 
Mp colyns germapns pout hate to depꝛyſe 
And Uenus ſhall pou of one accoꝛde 
whiche wyll not (uffre in no manere wyſe 


Her owne tolkes to be at dyſco2de, 


Than they arpued all in a ſtronge ple 

That was made ryght ſtronge about with all 
Ot bꝛennpnge bzondes by crafte abple 
Bycaule it was lo derke in eſpecpall 

Were two foules whiche oſtrydges men call 
Bare on hygh in the epre in let tere 

Or golde enhameled ot alure at all 

Ucnus the goddelſe of loue mooſt entere. 


I uwe his lettere whiche bozne was lo hye 
Couered with cloth of grete ſubſtaunce 
And ſhe in whome all Jope is mooſt trewlp 
And gladneſſc contynucd with pleaſaunce 
A tobe of purple ſhe had at her oʒꝛdeynaunce 
wich flames of fyze and tperles lyghyt 
whiche was made to the luffplaunce 
Okt ponge louers koz comkozte day and nyght 


And whan madame pyte founde there pzeſente 
Dierte ⁊epe. C. ui. 


Her lady venus of loue goddeſle 


with a ſote ſałue ſhe dyde her preſentec 

And ſayd madame to pour hygh nobleneſſe 
Are come thele two knyghtes or grete pꝛoweſſꝛ 
The herte and the eye to knowe pour entente 
whome loue hath dꝛede and with humblenelle 
Now at this tyme by me to you hath ſente. 


To that intente that of theyꝛ grete debate 
As pe mp ladpcommaunded by me | 
That ye myghtknowe the caule of all they: hate 
Foz he wolde ye had the ſoucrapnte 

By cauſe he knoweth verely that ye 

Can beit Juge them as to they? behoue 

Alſo he wote that pe be ooniy ſhe 


Bycauſe all goodnes falleth to loue. 


And than Uenus with a goodly countenaunce 
Toke to her theſe noble champpons 

Whiche had ſo longe at they vtteraunce 
with hardy hertes fought as were lyons 
Whiche trowed well in they: opynyons 

yt pyte had not take them into warde 
And made to ſtaunche thepꝛ heup accpong 
Onpok them to ſcape it had ben harde. 


The herte hym ſet anone vp his kne 

And ſapd Uenus our ſoucrayne lady dere 
Syth it pleaſeth you to knowe the certaynte 
Ok our dylcoꝛde the very trew manere 

Not lyenge a woꝛde but both playne and elere 
I ſhall you tell begynuyuge and the ende 


Ok our debate thus ſtandynge here in kere 
pt it pleaſe pour hyghnelle now to entende. 


{That foꝛthe with venus gane the herte lycence 
That he ſholde ok his cauſe the ſubſtaunce 

Allo the eye ſholde oꝛdayne his lentente 

To anlwert hym in wape ok replyaunce 

And eke they were charged on they; alygeaunce 
Chat in they cauſes thep ſholde nothynge varpe 
And foz to ſtande at venus oꝛdepnaunce 
And none of them therto (ap nape. 


The herte attapned his cauſe thus trewelp - 
Sapnge to venus our ſouerapnelady goddelle 
Lo here nature hath gyuen tometheeye * 

To ſette me in the way of meſſe 
To fpnde Joye-/ſolace and allo gladneſſe 
And he hath taken a pyler to beholde 
The kapꝛe pleſaunte aud floure of tuſtyneſſe 
whiche fra me parted ſoner than J wolde. 


Ind of that pleaſure that the eye had take 
Dc warned me and that ryght ſodaynly 
And than anone in me there dpde awake 
Louelp deſpꝛe / and remembzaunce trewlp 
And lodged them in me full pleſauntly 
And lo dyde thought and in manp other mo 
And alſo ſwete hope to holde me company 
And hap comfoztelakked not alſo. 


And after this it happed me fullplt 
Foz the eye had no lyſt there to abyde 
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| Tyll Arequpꝛed as it was ſkyll 
[| Ot her that Jhadcholpn to be ine gyde 
= But her ablentynge taught me well that tyde 
Chat who loeuer that is terre from the epe 
Is terte krom the herte and thus on euerp ſydt 
Ilpue in tourmente and grete papnes trewly. 


wherkoꝛe pt he had not thus let his ſyghte 
FJhad not be taken in the inare 

But that I had pet hope my Jop vp ryght 
And in no wyle J holde haue this care 
Foꝛ his beholdpuge cauſeth cuyll fare 
As to me fo; this tale is full trewe 
That folkes (ay that women called are 


That the eye leeth the herte doth tewe. 


Foꝛ in the eye is the gate whiche in no Wyle 
Sholde not open to lete in heupneſſe 
But alway ſholde be rcby to deuple 
To kepe me ſuerly from all penſpueneſſe 
And lette in hope good happe and gladneſſe 
Comtoꝛte and Jope and allo good auentute 
Foz whome he ſholde do his trewe belpneſſe 
And not to mae an haſty auencure, 


I tele well he dyde the contrarye 

oz he hath lete weppnges and complapntes 
Entre in me he map not from u varpe 

With whiche my Jop wich grete ſozowmentes 
And all mp comfozte in me now attaynted is 
Whiche is to me à maͤrterdome moztall 


Thus. Iconclude that by his conſtrapntes 


11 . 


hat he is cauſer of my (020Wde alt; 


Than the eye whiche hpm gretly applyed 
To kynde matere to his ſaluacyons 
With ryght goodly adupſe anonereplyed 
Unto the hertes compoſpcyons 

And ſayd J ſe well by his accpons 
That he hath ben at ſcole Itrowe of loue 
whiche bꝛyngeth foꝛth pleſaunte Jntencyon 
Hymſelfe further foz his owne behoue. 


And ſapd lady Uenus ot loue goddeſſe 
The herte layth thus that he hath ok nature 
Gyuen vnto hym as he doth expꝛeſſe 

That he all wap in gladnelle ſholde endure 
pet myght it hap by ſome auenture 
That he ſhall not in Jope alwap abounde 
Foz as Ittowe there is no creature 
But in the contrary ſome tyme ſhall be founde. 


vet wyll J in no wyſe mp ſelke excuſe 
But that nature me made foz hym doubtlelle 
And pet fozloth he ought me not to accule 
That he bercth by me the heupnelle 
Of ſozowe noz of no manere dyſtteſſe 
Fo: in good kayth there can nothyng be done 
without his conſent as J can expꝛeſlſe 
Foz all the cauſe by hym is W2ought alone, 


Indastheclocke may (mpte in no wpſe 
But that he haue ſome manere ot᷑ moguynge 
Is he that kepeth hymlyſt codcupſe 


So ok mylelfe in dede Jhanenothynge - - 
But to bcholde and then in tydynges bꝛynge 
And thus the herte is cauſe of all trewip 
Foz without yym thus haue F no doynge 
But as an IAnutrumente fozfoth am J 


pt Jon her haue (et all my beholdynge 
By 94s aduple that cauleth me therto 
And to this cauſe he is mooſt attendynge 
By hig delpze her toʒ to loue allo 

yt he ablente hym and loꝛow come hym to 
Aua not get that he lpit not to laue 

302 as tome lap the hette the wozke muſt do 
vt he wyll not / J map ns pleaſute haue 


So mp lady J pꝛape you to takehede 
To thele cau.ev ànò how I me cxcule 
Aub uepe ye well mytyght and ſo pꝛocede 
Ayenũꝭ tut yette whiche ooth pou obſtule 
To this nitente fhathclhallnot refuſe 
Baut at the leſt that he be take anone 
Aid puc ia pꝛylotn there to be tecluſe 
Tpu he haue umcuded all that is myſdone. 


Than Uenus thought well that without the tw 
She mpght in no wle her courte mayntayne 
W.zerfozu ie dyde the pꝛoceſſe call her to 

And made to wayte the mater hole and playne 
Ad coe bouoic there of ſholdereinayne 

Ju jet oc yanoe what ſo euer be fall 

ano to tic tyoide aby de her warde both twapt 
Se made th cin lœere atozehcr folkes ali. 


fwhiche tre wely they were contente 
d Uenus than wꝛote vnto her ſeruauntes all 
And to all trewe louers the hole entente 
Them commaundynge boch grete and (mall 
Eche man lerche on payne that myghtfall 

g to thepꝛ aduple whiche of them had ryght 
nd this was the verp cauſe in eſpecpall. 


here pes to make ſhe dyde her wyll and myght 


Ind who coud bꝛynge the very trewe repozte 
k the oppenyon of this fozeſapd matere 

s fo2 eyther ſholde haue foz his repoꝛte 

fher a chapelet of roles to were 

an auone J founde all the ſabſtaunce clere 
mp thoughtes whiche J had done byfoze 
hiche J wꝛote as pe haue herde me here 

ith ony leaſphge leſle oꝛ moze. 


J pꝛay them whiche lede theyꝛ lyfe 

And of trewe loue be let in the waye 
hat ok the herte and eye and the doutfull ſtryke 

wyll in theyꝛ conceyte cuerpinia aſſape 

To ſende his opynyon as lone as he may 

Unto Uenus and who the chapelet playne 

Shall get than to louc foz hym J pꝛap 

That to all his deſpets he map attapnt. 


¶ Here endeth a lytell treatyſe called the dyſpu 
tacyon oz the complaynte of the herte thzough 
perced with the lokynge of the eye. Inpꝛyntẽd 
at Londõ in Fleteſtrete at y ſyaneof the lonne / 


by Wynbyn de Wozde, 
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